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User guide to Predominant Use 

Introduction 

Predominant use is an application that compiles the equipment energy usage and tax exempt status for a 

study location. This information is then used to determine if the meter is tax exempt or not. If a meter is tax 

exempt, and the client has been paying tax they can then recover the State of Texas tax they have paid on the 

energy from the meter for the last four (4) years. 

The Predominant Use Process 

The Predominant Use application is a workflow application that allows clients to enter their own 

information about a location, the meters at the location and the buildings associated with each meter, the 

equipment present in each building, and the power requirements for each piece of equipment. A study location 

may have one or more Gas and/or Electrical meters. 

One feature of the Predominant Use application is the compilation of general equipment information. 

General Equipment information is data about each piece of equipment that remains the same regardless of 

where the equipment is used. This type of information for an electrical piece of equipment is the voltage, amps, 

and phase or horsepower or kilowatts of the equipment. For gas equipment the MBTU per hour is the key 

attribute. 

A Guest/Client selects a piece of equipment from the equipment catalog. If the client can' t find an item 

that matches the equipment they have, they may create a new piece of general equipment and then use it for 

their study. 

After all of the equipment information has been entered, the Guest submits the survey. This makes the 

study un-editable by the client and it sends an email message to the Workflow Manager. The Manager then 

contacts the Client and determines if they want to proceed with the study 
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The Engineer's task is to validate the equipment energy usage and location information. The Engineer 

will also be assigned the task of validating new pieces of general equipment information that the Client entered. 

The Engineer will enter an initial guess about what the tax exempt percentage of each piece of equipment. 

Once a study has been validated by the Engineer the Tax Analyst updates the tax exempt percentage 

based on the knowledge of the tax laws and how the equipment is being used. 

The final step is to create a report based on the validated information that can be sent to the State of 

Texas to update the Energy taxes 

Predominant Use Roles 

The Predominant Use Application is a workflow application that is driven by the user's role to 

determine what actions and menus appear. There are two user roles in Predominant Use: 

• Guest: The initial role of a client who has not paid for study 

• Client: A paying customer 
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Menus / Screen Flow 

Login Screen 

http://~com/puM/log.n..1spm: 

File Edit Vie# Fworite Tools Hl!lp 

Arc you a manufactw-er- aod want to save co your taxes? 

Create mi accomt and start your predominant use study now! ~-
Prepqlllioa Goo< for Predommnat Use Print for Reference 

eSALtwae 

Notes: 
To create new account, click Create Account (page 6) 
To login, enter User name and password, then click login (page 7) 

Already • User? Please sign in 

User ID: 

Passwa<d: I 
loglln 

Forget Password? 

p . 
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Register Account 

hll:p://......_,com/,UW,agittsAccount.nps 

File Edit View f,vorites Tools Help 

'1 ; ~ wtlwardaX.com - REGISTERING COMPANY 

User ID: • 

First ame: • 

Last. Name: • 

Ema: • 

Password: • 
Repeat Password: • 

Company Name: • 

Adacss: • 
City: • 

State: • 

~ : • 
. ,, 

Qy: 

State: 

Zip: 

Cootact N ame: • 

Fu: 

Suggestions for User ID: 

, •• ' 
I 

User guide to Predominant Use 

Use your last name and company name 

C, • lntemd I P,otected Mod<,, Off 

(ex. Last Name: smith; Company Name: Dan Martinez & Associates; User ID: smithDMA) 

Notes: 
Password must be at least 6 characters long 
Leave Billing Information blank if Company Information is the same as Billing Information 

p • 
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Company View 

File Edft View F,votite Tooli Help 

.(ii ! • satrw-aretn.com • COMPANY 

Coo,pan 

Company Name u ... N'""" Guest/Ciem Slucles 

f SAL TWARE job, GUEST Details 

eSAI.Tware 

Don, 

Notes: 

User guide to Predominant Use 

To view company profile, click the company's name under Company Name (Page 8) 
To edit company profile, click the pencil next to the Company Name (Page 9) 
To view Studies the company has created, click Details under Study (Page 10) 

p • 

U"lp fdrt Profili• I o~ Out 
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View Company Profile 

SALD\.AREO.... 

-
Compllll)'NlllllC'. SALTWARE 

Ada-e5S: 2131 E STATE HIGHWAY 31 

City:Conicmlll 

Slllle:TX 

Z.,: 75106 

Addrm: 2131 ESTATE lilGHWAY 31 

City: Corsicana 

State: TX 

Z-,p: 75106 

COlllllct Name: John Hancock 

tdepbooe: 1234567890 

fax: 0987654321 

eSALTwae 

Dorn, 

User guide to Predominant Use 

p . 

llt'lp t drt Profit., l.u~ Oul 

C, • lntttnet. I ProtMted Mode: Off 
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Editing Company Profile 

......,_,....,,....,odOC.....,, ..... 
File Ed.t Vi~ FIIVOrihs Too~ Hefp 

l$t f if ~ltwltttn.com . ED~G COMPANY INFORMA. .. 

Company Nmne: • SAI.TWARE 

Ada-css: • 2131 E STATE HIGHIVA~ 

City: • COJsicana 

State: • TX 

rv. • 15106 -

Address: 2131 ESTATE HIGHWA~ 

City: Corsicana 

State: TX 

Zip: 751 06 -

Contact Name:: • John Hancock 

tclephoae: • 1234567890 

6oc 0987654321 

User guide to Predominant Use 

p • 

C, • Internet I Protected Mode Off 
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Study View 

Ftle Edit VteW Firvorita Tool~ Help 

Review. edit, or create a new study by clicking tht • sign 
Read PtoPIOno fgr YPIK Jtydy for assistance in doing a new predominant use study for your fadity 

Sludy Study State Gas Electriay 

+Add 
Navarro Pccm Co Data Emry Detall1 Oetell1 

f 'jjrr Qwerty Co Data Emy Detall1 Detall1 

eSALTwae 

Done 

Notes: 

' 
To create new study, click the plus(+) sign (Page 11 ) 
To view electric meters in a study click Details under Electricity (Page 14) 
To view gas meters in a study click Details under Gas (Page 14) 
To edit a study, click the pencil next to the study (Page 12) 
To delete a study, click the trashcan next to the study (Page 13) 
If a meter has been submitted you will not be able to edit or delete a study 

p . 
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Create New Study 

Study Name: • 
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Editing Study 

Study Nmne: • Owerty Co 

Done Cj • lnternd I Protectied Mode Off 
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Deleting Study 

Fite Edit ViPN Favorites Tools Help 

w-. .,..,... .. ...,,_ .... --. ..... -.. ............. ..., ..... ...___ ...... _ ........... ....,. ....... ...-.. 
Study Name: Qwerty Co 

ARE YOU SURE YOU WANT TO CONTIJll"L'E 

Note: 
By deleting a study, you are losing all the data in that study (created meters, buildings and building 
equipment) 

p . 
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Meter View 

Add I mettr (cNck + sign below). 
Add billtd usage • one yu(s worth (Click 'Details' under Bills colurm) 
Add Buildings 1tt1chtd to thi, meter (Click 'Details' under Buildings colunYI). 
Add equipment to each building (Ht Buildings page). se lecting from our equipment database or cre■ing your own. 
When finished adding all oquipmont . click 'Submit Su,wy' to comploto your otudy 

+Add 
f 'ffil 0932,3777LG 6216136-9 Rei.Id Energy 2061.9, 

1234,6789LG 3456789-9 Ceoter Point 0 

Notes: 

0.00 
0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 Dot.tis Dot.tis 

0.00 SUBMITIED 2/20/2009 1:40='0 P~ 

To create new meter, click the plus ( +) sign (Page 15) 
To view the bills of a meter, click Details under Bills (Page 18) 
To view the buildings associated with a meter, click Details under Buildings (Page 19) 
To view a summary of the meter, click Details under Summary Survey (Page 32) 
To edit a meter, click the pencil next to the study (Page 16) 
To delete a meter, click the trashcan next to the study (Page 17) 
To submit a meter study, click 'submit survey' next to the meter you want to submit 
If you have submitted a meter survey, you are not allowed to edit, delete, or view any more data in that 

meter 
Total Energy Billed is the amount total amount billed to you by the Electric / Gas Company 
Total Usage is the amount of energy used by all the equipment associated with that meter 
Total Exempt Usage is the total amount of energy exempt from that meter 
Total Taxable Usage is the total amount of energy taxable from that meter 
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Create New Meter/ Edit Meter/ Create New Building/ Edit Building/ Delete Building 

....,,.......,,onvpuM(edilElectricMmr.-.- p • 

FIie Edit VteW FIYOrit8 Took Help 

41, i. -••m. EDITlNG METUI 

lldp f'dit Profil~ lo~ Out 

Corr •nr $# TWAA.E 

Electric Meter Wormalion c,n .,, be found on your electric bills. 
You 1hould haw 12 billing statements from th1 electric company. or the 12. un the first bil 1tat1ment's month and y11r in tht Bal Information. 
Power factor is • technk~ value rellled to the efficiency of you, meter connection. The default number is 90%. Do not change unless you have a qualified engineering reason fOf assessing a different factor 
Building Information works like a spread sheet. To create a new buildfflg. simpty put in the building information. To edit building infOffllalion. click the text box in which you want to change To delete a building ffllH au Wormation in the 
row 
WARNING By deleting this building you .,. olso deleting all tho building equipment SIO<ed in lhi1 building 

Meter Number: • 12345 Stmting Month For Bills: • 3 . 
Account Number: • 12345 Stmting Y car For Bills: • 2008 • 

Pr°"ider Name: • Aaaaa 

ESI ID: • ~CH2008" 135468 

2 APRJI. 2008• 381681 
,, Power Factor: • 90 MAY 2008" 315631 

4 JUNE 2008· 358816 

JULY 2008" 516813 

6 AUGUST 2008• 516131 

Adrrin 500 40 
SEPTh\mER 2008• 145351 

Warehouse 1500 60 
8 OCTOBER 2008• 613131 

9 OVE.\mER 2008• 351316 

10 DECE.\mER 2008• 341356 

II JANUARY 2009• 135181 

12 FEBRUARY 2009• 5185 13 

Total: 4329388 

m - - -

Ci • Internet I Protected Mode: Off .. 100% • 

Notes: 
Meter Information is data that you would find on your electric / gas bill 
Bill Information is a year's worth of bills the electric / gas company has billed you. If you have all of 

2008 bills (January to December), Starting Month For Bills is 1, and Starting Year For Bills is 
2008 

Power Factor is an attribute of an Electric Meter. If you are unsure about that meter's attribute, then 
keep the power factor at 90 (default value) 

Building Information are the buildings associated with the meter 
To edit building information, simple change the data in the text boxes 
To Delete a building, erase all the data (building name, square footage, and hours of operation) of the 

building 
Warning: By deleting a building, you are losing all the data in that building (created building 

equipment) 
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Deleting meter 

w-. .,...,.. __ 1'" .............................. ___ _ ...................... -........ 

Meter N'tanber: l234S 

AccOIIIII Namc: 1234S 

Provider Kamc: Aoaaa 

ARE YOU SURE YOU WAJI;, TO CO1"71Nu"E 

eSALr-

Note: 
By deleting a meter, you are losing all the data in that meter (created buildings and building equipment) 
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Building View 

rd-.., l,1•,- , ,.• l• j •, r - (:] ..,. X 

Add 1111 buildings that • • connected to lht meter. 

Hows of ()p<slllioo . 
lluiding Name Sq Ft p.,. Wede Total Usage Total Ea.empt Usage Total Taxable Usage Total Percent Exempt Equ;puent 

+Add , 'iii/ Admia ,oo 40 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 Detail, , 'iii/ Warehouse 1'00 60 0.00 0.00 0.00 0 Detail, 

0.00 

eSAI.rw.e 

cj • lntl!ffld I P,ottct~ Mode Off 

Notes: 
To create a new building, click the plus ( +) sign (Page 20) 
To view building equipment in a building, click Details under Equipment (Page 23) 
To edit a building, click the pencil next to the building (Page 21 ) 
To delete a building, click the trashcan next to the building (Page 22) 
The values Total Usage, Total Exempt Usage, Total Taxable Usage and Total Percent Exempt are based 

on the equipment in the building 
Total Usage: the total energy used by the equipment in the building 
Total Exempt: the total exempt energy used by the equipment in the building 
Total Taxable: the total taxable energy used by the equipment in the building 
Total percent Exempt: the percent of exemption in a building 
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Building Equipment View 

Cfick the plus sign to add each oquipmeri in your buiding 
You may also Hlign, in bulk, th, taxabllity d ah 1quipm1n1 in this h t 

r._ L«llioa =., EQllii,mem ame Quaolily Hr/Wlc !My Fact« i':";' 
+Add 
f ffil I Froot 08ice COMPUTER 40 100 TAXABLE 

aSALT_,, 

Notes: 
To add building equipment, click the plus ( +) sign (Page 27) 

CJ • Internet I Protected Mode: Off 

To view equipment's attributes, click the equipment name under equipment name (Page 26) 
To edit building equipment, click the pencil next to the building equipment (Page 24) 
To delete building equipment, click the trashcan next to the building equipment (Page 25) 
To edit the equipment taxability, click Bulk Assign Taxability (Page 31) 
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Editing Building Equipment 

--f■IMfiSMM@MH 

F',le Edit View FIW'Orite Tools Help 
-·-- ·- -

j 9 iakw1retax.com • EDITING BUILDING EQl.!PMENT I 

Eqopm,:m: CO~lITER 

Vob: 110 

Phase: I 

Amps:8 

location: • Front Office 

Destj,tioo: 

Quantity: • 1 

H,/Wlc • 40 

%Duty Factor: • 100 

T IIXllbity: T I\XABl.E 

ew.Twae 

User guide to Predominant Use 
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Deleting Building Equipment 

Fde E.dit View Favorites Tools Help 

Equipma,I: CO'.\,{PlJIER 

Volts:1 10 
Phase: I 
Amps: 8 

Localioa: From Otlice 

Des~ 

Quamity: I 
Hr/Wlc:40 

~• Duty Factor: I 00 

Taxability:TAXABLE 

ARE YOU SURE YOU WANT TO DELETE TI-11S BUILDING EQUJP),{ENT 

User guide to Predominant Use 

p . 

Cj • Internet I Protected Mode Off 
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Equipment Details 

hltp://~com/~tlatls.•sp;,: p . 

File Edit 1/teW favorite Tools Help 

Vaidlllcd Nmic Modc!Dcscr.,cic,aVolPhAmpHpWIIII 

IRUE COMPUIBR 110 I 8 - -

eSALTwae 
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Searching for Equipment in our Database 

Co 11 A.LT' .... nc t 1M 12 5 - Blnld!fl\1 .Adm.n - • dc-;t Equiput'1U 

For most accurate study resutts. Hlect your equipment type from OUJ 1xl1n1fYt databan. 
If not ev1ilatie. clkk the • sign to add new equipment to !he dltabase Be prepared to provide complete rlting information (wattage, amperage. etc.) 

Select a C111egory Type 

Eater • name Search Siring 

ABCDEFGHI L M N O P Q R S T V WK 

Validalod Equlpnenc Nome Model Dooalptlon Volt Ph Amp Hp Kllowoa. 

+ Add 
®SALTware 

Notes: 
There are three ways to search for equipment: 

Choose a category (Page 29) 
Enter text in the search box (Page 29) 

iii 

Click on a letter that the equipment starts with (Page 29) 

p . 

l:ldp ldrt Profit,, Lui: Out 
1 

t,. 1oo'll. • 

If the equipment you are looking for is not in our database, create your own equipment by clicking on 
the plus ( +) sign (Page 28) 
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Creating New Equipment in our Database 

File Edit VteW Favorites Tools Htip 

I~ ,..;,;;,._,;m · CREATING lQUIPMlNT ·- l 

Name: • 

Model: 

VPA: • HP: KW: • 
Volt: • 

Ph: . 

Amp: • 

Note: 

·-.. tj·. Internd. I Protect:IMI Mode Off 

This puts new equipment into our database. It does not put it into your building. So after creating it, you 
will have to search for it and select it (Page 27) 

Once you create equipment into our database, its name and energy information cannot be changed. If 
you create a piece of equipment and misspell the Equipment Name, our Engineers will fix the 
name at a later time. If you input the wrong Energy Information, create another piece of 
equipment with the correct Energy Information. 
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Selecting Equipment from our Database 

File Edit VteW Fll"IOrites Took Help 

! 9 saltwweta.com • SELECTING EQUIPMENT 

Co,,.. ... .. T ;.+.A:E St~ MffO PodClil!l Co 

For most accurate study resutts, select your equipment type from our ext1nsiw databan. 
If not available. cfick the -+ sign to add new equipment to the dltabast 81 pnpared to provide comptete rating tllformation (wattage, amperage, etc .} 

Select a Category Type COMPl/Tl:RS 

Enter a name Scsch Stmg 

ABCOEFGHI L M N O P Q R S T V W X 

V-ed Equipment Name 

+Add 
Select lRUE co~ 
Select lRu"E COMPUfER 

Select "JRUE COMPurER. 

Select 1RlJ"E COMPurER. 

Select "JRUE COMPurER. 

Select lRlJ"E COMPurER. 

Select 1RlJ"E co~ 
Select TRUE COMPUTER 

Select 1RL"E CO:Ml'UfER 

Select lRll"E 

Select lRUE 

H•OO ~ - ]]jJ jl'_ __ r Jn.!))I 

Done 

Notes: 

Model Ootc,lpllon 

To add equipment to your building, click the select button (Page 30) 

p . 

H~tp fd11 Profill" log 011t 

Volt Ph Amp Hp KIi-

110.00 2.00 

110.00 3.00 

110.00 4.00 

110.00 8.00 

110.00 12.00 

110.00 15.00 

120.00 1.00 

120.00 1.20 

120.00 I.SO 

120.00 2.00 

120.00 4.00 
1.2!U)lL_ 1 < M 

G,1 9 lntemd ! Prot ected Mode Off 
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Adding Building Equipment 

p . 

File Edit View Favorite Tooll Help 
I -- - -- - -
~ til ..aw..-.,om -ADDING EQUIPMENT 

llt'lp [Jrt ProfJ,. Lo~ Out : 

f li<U,c M.:tr 12.!J~ - Bv,ldir111 Mllllr, - Add Equ,pru,nt 

Enttr the court of this pa,tic:ular equipment type in your building. 
Hours per week is the estimatt of the amount of time this equipment is on or regularly in use (~O hours for standard wtek, 56 for one shift 7 days a wee k, 80 hours for weekday shifts , etc) 
Duly Factor can be uud to expnas equipment that regularly cycles on and off during this ust. and i1 your estimat, of the percentage of time the equipment ia cycled on. 

Equipm,,rc CO:w>UTER 
Volls: 120 

Phase: ! 

Amps: L2 

Loclllioo: • I 
LocatiooDe>aiptioo: 

Quantity: . 

Hr/Wt: • 40 

% Duty Foctoc • 100 

T aabity: TAXABLE 

~ SALTware 

Notes: 
Location should be a room in a building 

C'i 9 lnte<nd I Protttt<d Mode Off 

Location description should be a place in the room (ex. Closet, processing table 2, etc.) 
Quantity is the number of equipment that you have in this location 
Hr/Wk is the amount of hours per week the equipment is being used 
% Duty Factor is used to express equipment that regularly cycles on and off during use (ex. a 

refrigerator would have 168 Hr/Wk because it's always on, but the duty factor is about 40 
because it cycles on and off) 
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Editing Taxability 

, .,. In ,,,.1 , 1 1 "' - Gl - x 

flefp Fdi1 Profil,. l oe; ()111 i 

Co , E,tetnc l,lel.,. 12345 - Booldlng Ao,,,., - Edi! Equipuoo~ facwp!IOO 

Row p~., Locaioa ~ F~Kame~Hr/Wk l>liy Fact0< 

I • Front Office CO:>.!.PUTER I 40 100 

2 T axablo • Front Ollicc NIKO 2 40 I 00 

•SAI.r-e 

C, • Intmiet I Protected Mode: Off 

Notes: 
To change the taxability of one or more pieces of equipment, click on the select box under Change 

Exemption. When fini shed changing the equipment taxability, click Update Exemptions to save 
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Summary Survey 

RE 
Fie Edit V. Fworites Teoh Help 

'1t i jl ~com - EQl.FME.NT SURVEY 
... --·· 

SALTWARE 

C..-.itau,JX 
Date S.naitted ltr Rffirr. 
Om, Prio<"4, 5129/200, 9-.34'35 AM 

___ ! i9 ~com EQUFMENTSURYEY 

SALJWAJU: 
ConicaH, TX 

Dau S..._ittM tor Re\iflr. 
Oat• Priol..t, 512'/210f ,,:U,35 A.,1 

User guide to Predominant Use 

Pndoatiaa■t Ou Stwly 

T u:as Salu Tu Stady: Electric Uu Br Mo■tlt lor 2008 / 2009 

SALTI\'ARE • 2131 E STATI RICH'WA\' 31 Conica■a, TX 75106-l\-ULL 

AaaaaESJID 

Predoaiaa■t t'u Stwly 

Mete,r N..a..r 12.J.(5 Accout N...a,er W,'5 - u....,Jc:WH 
MAR - 2008 1]5468 

APR - 2008 311681 

MAY - 2008 31!6)1 

JUN - 2008 358816 
JUL . 2008 51681] 

AUG - 2008 5161Jl 

SEP · 2008 145351 

OCT - 2008 61JIJI 
NOV - 2008 351316 
DEC - 2008 3413S6 

JAN - 2009 llll81 
FEB - 2009 518!1] 

Total AH.al ~•s: 14Jl9)881 

S.-,N..,. Atta = 
Squse Feet Per- Wede 

Adma 500 40 
Ward!ousc 1500 60 

OCT· 2008 61]131 

NOV - 2008 351Jl 6 
DEC . 2008 )41)56 

JA.>v. 2009 1]5181 

FEB· 2009 11811J 

Total An■al KW~'s: l-t329}881 

Buldmg 
Atta Ho.nm 

mnc. Squa-e Feet~ 

Wsd!ousc 

lOO 40 

llOO 60 

STRICTLY PRNATI PROPl:R.TY OF 

SALTIVARE 
COMP\FIE) CO:wvrED 

m:M BUII.D[!,;G LOCATION ~~ EQUIPMEKrQTYHR.IWI(;~~ ~ ~~~ ~ 

lAdmia 

2 

From Office COMP\;TER 40 

NJJCON 40 

JCJCWH Jc:ICWH 
100.0 EXEMPT 1.6! 

100.0TAXABLE 24.Jl 

TOTAL 1.61 24.32 
PERCENT 6.361 9) .6)9 

Taul Ammal JCl(WH 21.97 
Total Siled JCl(W!l 4J29.J9 

Pc:rccat Error -16S7l .47000 

STRJCTL Y PRIY AIT PROPl:R.TY OF 

SALTIVARE 
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User guide to Predominant Use 

This is a summary of all the equipment used on a meter. You cannot add equipment here. You can only 
edit and delete equipment that has already been added 

Total annual KKWH is total amount of energy used by all the building equipment that is attached to this 
meter 

Total Billed is the total amount of all the bills added together 
Percent Error is how far off Total Annual KKWH and Total Billed is. The closer to zero the better (If 

Percent Error is less than -5, you are most likely missing some equipment). 
The Computed Annual Exempt I Taxable KKWH is the amount of energy the equipment use in a 

calendar year 
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